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SUBJECT: TRANSIT TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS-TELTOW CANAL 
REFS: A) USBERLIN 591; B) USBERLIN 557 

1. AT POLAD DISCUSSION APRIL 8 BRITISH PRESSED FOR EARLY 
AUTHORIZATION TO SENAT TO BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS WITH GDR ON 
TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR REOPENING TELTOW CANAL. 
FRENCH INDICATED THEY NOT PREPARED TO GIVE AUTHORIZATION 
UNTIL FRG AND SENAT NEGOTIATING DESIDERATA ARE CLARIFIED. 
WE NOTED SENAT WAS PRESSING US FOR ELABORATION OF ALLIED 
POSITION AND THAT WE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR 
ALLIES TO AUTHORIZE SENAT TO INITIATE TECHNICAL TALKS 
WITHOUT PREJUDICING LARGER POLITICAL QUESTIONS WHICH FRG 
MIGHT TAKE UP EITHER SIMULTANEOUSLY OR AFTER SENAT HAD 
CLARIFIED TECHNICAL PREREQUISITES (SUCH AS COST AND WHO 
WOULD DO DREDGING). POLADS AGREED, HOWEVER. THAT ALLIES 
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COULD NOT KIBITZ ON FRG TACTICS ON TELTOW WHICH IN THE 
END COULD WELL BE LINKED TO ENTIRE GDR CHRISTMAS PACKAGE. 

2. POLADS AGREED THAT, TO GET PROJECT MOVING, BRITISH 
EMBASSY WOULD BE ASKED TO REQUEST CLARIFICATIONS FROM 
FRG IN BONN GROUP IN FOLLOWING AREAS: WHAT IS BASIC FRG 
OBJECTIVE ON TELTOW CANAL: WHAT ARE MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE 
CONDITIONS ON REOPENING, SPECIFICALLY IS FRG PREPARED TO 
ACCEPT ANYTHING LESS THAN TRANSIT TRAFFIC AGREEMENT (TTA) OR 
EQUIVALENT REGIME FOR TELTOW TRAFFIC; WHAT IS TIME FRAME IN WHICH FRG 
ENVISAGES DISCUSSING ISSUE AND WHAT IS RELATION OF THOSE TALKS TO 
SUCH TALKS AS SENAT MIGHT HOLD? 

3. HEAD OF SENAT CHANCELLERY HERZ HAS ADVISED US MITDANK 
OF GDR FONMIN HAS REQUESTED AND BEEN GRANTED APPOINTMENT 
TO CALL ON HIM APRIL 9. HERZ EXPECTS THAT MITDANK WILL 
PRESS FOR SENAT POSITION ON TELTOW, BUT HERZ WILL HOLD 
ONLY LITENING BRIEF. INCIDENTALLY, HERZ HINTED A FEW 

DASY AGO THAT SENAT AND FRG CONSIDER THAT LESS DESIRABLE 
ALTERNATIVE TO PUTTING TELTOW CANAL TRAFFIC UNDER TTA WOULD BE TO 
PUT IT UNDER FRG-GDR TRAFFIC AGREEMENT OF MAY 1972. 

4. EMBASSY WILL RECALL THAT SENAT INSISTED SIGNATURE OF 
SPANDAU LOCK AGREEMENT WOULD HAVE TO AWAIT GDR WILLINGNESS 
NEGOTIATE ON TELTOW. WE ARE INFORMED THAT GDR (ALLEGEDLY 

AT HONECKER LEVEL) DECIDED MARCH 27 NOT TO SIGN SPANDAU 
LOCK AGREEMENT FOR TIME BEING. WE WILL CHECK ON THIS 
APPARENT CASE OF REVERSE LINKAGE.GEORGE 
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